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different bhasha metres like Kakali, Kalakanci, Dmtakakali,
Annanada and Natonnata. These poems have been written to
meet the need of reciting prayers at the beginning and end of the
daily speeches conducted as part of the 41 day Bhagavatayajna
at the Thimvullakkavu temple near Trichur during the pooja sea-
son. Usually poets make poems for the sake of making poems
itself. That is to say art for art's sake becomes the underlying
principle. But here each poem was written to answer the imme-
diate need of the day. That comes under art for life principle.
Vazhakunnam's ability to make poems in minimum time is evident
from this. Thus he deserves to be included in the panel of instant
poets. It may be remembered that there were many poets inter-
ested in Dmtakavita during this period like the famous Kodungallur
Kunnikkuttan Tampuran whom the people praised as
'Sarasadmtakavikireetamani.'

It will be interesting to note the circumstances under which
these poems originated. The very name Tiruvullakkavile
ormakkurippukal was due to the poem having been composed in
the vicinity of the Srisastha temple at Tiruvullakkavu. The
Bhagavata listeners enthusiastically welcomed these poems. Fur-
ther the company of his disciples Tottam Vasudevan Nambudiri
and Venmani Parameswaran Nambudiripad gave him encourage-
ment in composing the lines.26

The starting poem is termed Mangalam and is in accordance
with the usual custom of beginning with a benedictory verse.27

26. Nenmininmangalam Vasudevan Nambudiri, ibid., p.ii.

27. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, ibid., p. 1.
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